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pendable , factor; as the person responsible for foreign
affairs, he must reckon with the possibility that at the end
of the war, on account of conditions then existing, it would
no longer be possible not to annex anything, if we wanted
to establish better conditions along our frontier than exist
at present.104
• Count Stiirgkh, the Austrian Premier, pointed out that
a public disclaimer of any intention to annex Serbian terri-
tory would not prevent "necessary strategic rectifications
of the frontier" or "the bringing of Serbia into a position of
dependence on Austria by overthrowing the dynasty, by a
military convention, or by other appropriate measures/'
The Minister of War was willing to vote for such a dis-
claimer only on condition that it did not exclude a perma-
nent occupation of a bridge-head over the Save into Serbia,
as well as "rectifications of the frontier."
Tisza, however, made his consent and that of the Hun-
garian Government which he represented, inflexibly de-
pendent upon a unanimous acceptance of his request
Whereupon it was unanimously voted:
Immediately at the beginning of war a declaration shall
be made to the Foreign Powers that the Monarchy is not
waging a war of conquest, and does not intend to incor-
porate the Kingdom [of Serbia]. This vote naturally does
not preclude rectifications of the frontier strategically
necessary, nor the diminution of Serbia for the benefit of
other states, nor the temporary occupation of parts of Serbia
which may eventually be necessary.105
This solemn obligation to declare to the Powers at the
beginning of war Austria's "territorial disinterestedness"
was another of the promises, as we shall see, which Berch-
told did not honestly live up to. Even when the declara-
tion was finally made, its insincerity is indicated by these
mental reservations of several of the Ministers, and by
104A.RB., I, 26; Gooss, p. 101 ff.
105A.R.B., I, 26; Gooss, p. 101 ff.

